i8o                   INTERVIEW WITH POETLAND             [MT. 34
Secretary of State it was to express to me his pleasure. He advised me not to speak to his Grace the language of passion, but to say calmly everything which would tend to my own justification.
When I waited upon the Duke I gave him the order for niy return, and said that I was come in consequence of it to receive from him his Majesty's further pleasure. He said that what had occasioned the order by no means affected my military character which stood as high as ever; my merit as an officer was acknowledged, but, from the confidence necessarily reposed in a person in Sir Gilbert Elliot's situation, it was impossible for Ministers not to comply with his requisition. He could not but officially suppose him to be in the right. The Duke's manner was kind and obliging. I observed to him that, though what happened did not, he said, affect my military character, it had essentially affected my military situation; it was difficult for the world to make the distinction; that it was treating an officer of my rank rather cavalierly to dismiss him on such general grounds and without trial. I felt the insult, and did expect immediate employment as a reparation for the injury done to me and a mark of the King's approbation. I argued the different parts of the accusation. His Grace was either silent or repeated what he had at first said. Upon the whole he was embarrassed, and I retired perceiving that nothing was to be got out of him. Notwithstanding this manner in the Ministers, I have reason to know that they do not mean to oppose my being employed. On the contrary, the Duke of York has written to Sir William Fawcett that he is surprised at Sir Gilbert's behaviour, and is determined to speak to the King about me and to employ me immediately. General Trigge wrote to Sir William in very handsome terms of me. Sir Gilbert's character is not altogether unknown in this country. General Stuart and some others of my friends assist in justifying me. Upon the whole, he will find he could have done nothing less politic than to send me home.
A few days after I had seen the Duke of Portland I